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Healthy Start Presents at Duvall Family Studies Conference 
In partnership with Maj. Connie Shingledecker of the Manatee County 
Sheriff’s Office, Healthy Start Manatee presented A Model of 
Collaboration: Infant Safe Sleeping Campaign in Manatee County at 
The Duvall Family Studies Conference, held February 15 to 16 at the 
USF Sarasota/Manatee Campus. 
 
The presentation detailed how through a unique and innovative 
partnership with the Manatee County Sheriff’s Office, Healthy Start 
Manatee has implemented a highly effective SIDS/SUID community 
education and prevention program, the Infant Safe Sleeping Campaign. 
This partnership was launched in 2005, after the Sheriff’s Office’s 
Infant Death Review Panel found that many of the tragic accidental 
infant deaths they investigated could have been prevented if parents/
caretaker had been equipped with information and tools to ensure a safe 
environment for their babies.  
 
Since that time, the Sheriff’s Office and Healthy Start have teamed up and worked closely together on analyzing the research 
and data related to accidental sleep deaths, identifying key risk factors among families, developing culturally appropriate 
outreach and prevention education for families, and providing Moses bassinets and pack n’play cribs to families in need of a 
safe place to sleep for their infants.  Luz Corcuera, Healthy Start Program Director and Maj. Shingledecker outlined the best 
practices developed for this effective community-based approach to SIDS/SUID education and prevention. 
 
Safe to Sleep Champions Initiative  
The Safe to Sleep Champions Initiative is an effort created and supported by the Eunice Kennedy Shriver National Institute of 
Child Health and Human Development (NICHD) of the National Institutes of Health (NIH); it was formerly known as the 
Back to Sleep campaign.  Healthy Start Manatee is proud to have recently joined this national initiative as a Safe to Sleep 
Champion to raise awareness, locally, and in particular during SIDS Awareness Month in October. 

News In HSCMC’s Infant Safe Sleep Campaign 

Major Connie Shingledecker & Luz Corcuera  

Save The Date 
HSCMC April General Membership Meeting:  
April 2nd at 11 am at Manatee Memorial Hospital Auditorium 
Mary Ann Legler, Chair Healthy Teens Coalition, will discuss teen birth rates and 
prevention efforts in Manatee County. 
 
National Child Abuse Prevention Month:  
HSCMC Pinwheels for Prevention Planting and Proclamations  
Bradenton City Council - April 10th at 8:30 AM at Bradenton City Hall, 101 12th St W 
 
Manatee County Commissioners - April 23rd at 9:00 AM at  
County Commission Chambers, 1112 Manatee Ave. W., Bradenton 
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Healthy Start Pre/Interconception Health Projects 
Teen Pregnancy Interventions 
Manatee County ranks 13th among Florida counties with the highest adolescent birth rates in the state, an issue that has 
persisted over the last decade.  Healthy Start Manatee continues to be a leading partner among the coalition and collaborative 
prevention and intervention initiatives being implemented in the county, including the Manatee school district’s It’s yoUR 
Choice program, which provides critical education to middle schools in the most at-risk zip codes of the county.  Through this 
collaboration, Healthy Start has been providing baby spacing education, follow up, and support to pregnant and parenting 
students.  In addition, we are working closely with the Healthy Teens Coalition, which is providing both in-school and after 
school prevention programs for high risk middle and high school girls. 
 
Show Your Love Campaign 
Healthy Start Manatee is partnering on a new national campaign developed by the Preconception Health and Health Care 
Initiative (PCHHCI), Show Your Love.  The campaign is designed to help women prepare for healthy pregnancies and birth 
outcomes well before becoming pregnant through healthy lifestyle choices.  The campaign highlights how women can show 
themselves love - and love for their future babies - by adopting healthy habits.  
 
Taking a few steps toward becoming healthier before pregnancy, such as quitting smoking and avoiding alcohol if trying to get 
pregnant, can bring a lifetime of benefits to a woman and her future babies.  For women who choose not to start a family, 
taking good care of their health serves to support them in reaching their life goals. 

Local Partnerships & Outreach 
HOPE Family Services: The Healthy Start team met with our counterparts at HOPE on January 24th to review and streamline 
our mutual referral process. HOPE is dedicated to providing services to survivors of domestic violence and helping them stay 
safe, gain strength, and evaluate their options. 
 
Embrace Life – Child Passenger Safety initiative: Healthy Start is collaborating with this new project, sponsored by Manatee 
Memorial Hospital and the Mark Wandall Foundation, which offers free monthly car seat inspections to any family who is 
interested. Call MOMM’s Place at the hospital to make an appointment, 745-6925.   
 
ACHIEVE: As a member of ACHIEVE, which is dedicated to promoting healthy living environments in Manatee County, 
Healthy Start has helped to bring back the Farmer’s Market to the WIC parking lot every Wednesday during the growing 
season. The WIC office is located at 410 6th Ave E. in Bradenton. 
 
Missions Fair: On February 23rd the Healthy Start Team provided outreach, education, and information related to maternal 
child health, tobacco prevention, and breast cancer awareness to attendees at the Missions Fair in Palmetto. 
Progressive Fathers Initiative: In partnership with United Community Centers, Healthy Start Manatee’s Darvin Searls will be 
holding a new fathers support group, beginning March 20th from 6:30 to 8:00 pm at the 13th Ave. Dream Center, 922 24th St. E. 
in Bradenton. This new outreach project will offer education, information and support to dads and will cover topics such as 
personal responsibility, fatherhood, parenting, communication skills, child support and others. 
 
Healthy Start General Membership Meeting: Ginger Talerico, LMHC, co-owner of Envision Counseling Services, provided 
an informative and dynamic presentation, “Raising a Happy First-Born,” at our February meeting.  She explained the 
characteristics of first, middle, and last born children and associated expectations held by parents.  Ginger also offered helpful 
tips to make sure we raise healthy and happy children. To see her PowerPoint presentation, visit the Healthy Start website: 
www.hsmanatee.com and click on resources. 
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Healthy Start Screening Data 
The Healthy Start system of care utilizes a one-page risk screening tool for OB/GYN and pediatric providers, as well as other 
health professionals, to identify and refer women and infants who may benefit from our program.  This collaborative system 
helps ensure that women who need our services are able to access them in a timely fashion. 
  
The Florida Department of Health collects prenatal and infant screening data on a regular basis for all counties.  For this fiscal 
year thus far, July 1, 2012 to February 28, 2013, 1,665 pregnant women were screened, making Manatee County’s prenatal 
screening rate 72.4%, as compared to the Florida rate of 78.1%.  In addition, 2,078 mothers of infants were screened, making 
the infant screening rate 90.4%, as compared to the state rate of 92.9%.  
 
The screening process is a community-wide effort; therefore Healthy Start Manatee is grateful to all of the medical providers 
who participate to this important health initiative through the assessment with their patients.  Their collaboration makes a 
significant and meaningful impact on the health and well-being of pregnant mothers and infants in Manatee County. 

Healthy Start Manatee Open House Event 
Healthy Start Manatee welcomed friends – old and new – at its new 
location on March 5th.  Visitors had an opportunity to learn more about 
the agency’s programs, tour the new office space, and enjoy lunch and 
dessert.  Our refreshments were generously provided by the Olive Garden 
and WE Cupcakes. 
 
Guests also had the opportunity to help support the important services 
Healthy Start offers moms and babies by becoming part of the 40 Cribs 
for 40 Babies Campaign.  Our attendees proved to be extraordinarily 
generous, donating close to $1000.  HSCMC’s goal is to raise funds to 
purchase and/or receive in-kind donations, so that it can provide 40 cribs 
to families who do not have a safe place for their baby to sleep. 
 
We are truly thankful to all of our guests for their support and generosity! 
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Healthy Start Family 

Welcome Back Jean! On February 7th, Healthy Start held 
a celebration of life for our dear financial director Jean 
McIntyre. After several months of battling a very invasive 
cancer, Jean’s doctors gave her a clean bill of health, for 
which we were all deeply grateful.  Jean is more than a 
colleague, she is like our family, and we are so thrilled to 
have her back with us! 

Farewell to Our Beloved Bequi Baker: Sadly, we lost one 
of our kind and loving volunteers and supporters over the 
holidays. Bequi passed away in January; she supported our 
mission by volunteering with our children’s summer arts 
program, outreach events, and Mother's Day celebrations, as 
well as making lovely breastfeeding covers. Bequi was 
loved by all of us and her beautiful smile and generous spirit 
will be remembered for ever. We were blessed to have 
known her and to have received her loving kindness over the 
years. We will always be grateful for her contributions to 
our moms and babies.  


